An ethnobotanical survey was undertaken to collect information from traditional healers on the use of medicinal plants in Warangal district of Andhra Pradesh during July 2011 to August 2012. The indigenous knowledge of local traditional healers and the native plants used for medicinal purposes were collected through questionnaire and personal interviews during field trips. The investigation revealed that, the traditional healers used 65 species of plants distributed in 58 genera belonging to 35 families to treat various diseases. The documented medicinal plants were mostly used to cure skin diseases, poison bites, stomachache and nervous disorders. In this study the most dominant families were Euphorbiaceae and fabaceae and leaves were most frequently used for the treatment of diseases. This study showed that many people in the studied parts of Warangal district still continue to depend on medicinal plants at least for the treatment of primary healthcare. The traditional healers are dwindling in number and there is a grave danger of traditional knowledge disappearing soon since the younger generation is not interested to carry on this tradition.
INTRODUCTION
Plants have been used in traditional medicine for several thousand years. [1] The knowledge of medicinal plants has been accumulated in the course of many centuries based on different medicinal systems such as Ayurveda, Unani and Siddha. In India, it is reported that traditional healers use 2500 plant species and 100 species of plants serve as regular sources of medicine. [2] The knowledge about ethnic therapies should also be restored and maintained, as this provides enormous data regarding the medicinal properties of plant not known to the modern men. [3] During last few decades there has been an increasing in the study of medicinal plants and their traditional use in different parts of the world. [4] Documenting the indigenous knowledge through ethnobotanical studies is important for the conservation and utilization of biological resources.
Today according to the World Health Organization (WHO), as many as 80% of the world's people depend on traditional medicine for their primary healthcare needs. Warangal is one of the 23 districts in Andhra Pradesh and the traditional healing systems are still popular here. The present-day traditional healers are very old. Due to lack of interest among the younger generation as well as their tendency to migrate to cities for lucrative jobs, wealth of knowledge in this the area is declining. During the course of exploration of ethnomedicinal plants of the district, the information have been gathered from the healers of rural areas (Mulugu, Venkatapur, Regonda, Parkal, Shayampet and Hasanparthy) found near forest area where the people depend mostly on those areas for their need and have sound knowledge of herbal remedies. So far no systematic ethnobotanical survey has been made in this area and this is the first report on the medicinal plants used by the local traditional healers. [5] Warangal district is located 18.0 o N79.58 o E, situated to the northern area of Andhra Pradesh state of India. It is the 2nd largest city after Hyderabad that lies in the Telangana region. This is surrounded by Karimnagar district to the North, Nalgonda district to the South west, Khammam district to the East and Southeast and the Medak district to North West., Warangal district has an area of 12,846 km², The total forest cover of Warangal is more than 3,000 square kilometer whereas both Pakhal (spread over 860 sq. km) and Eturunagaram wildlife (spread over 806 sq. km) sanctuaries comprise only 1,666 square kms Paddy is the major crop cultivated in this district followed by groundnuts, sugarcane, cereals, millets and pulses. [6] 
MATERIALS AND METHODS

The study area and Ethnobotanical survey
Local traditional healers
Local traditional healers having practical knowledge of plants in medicine were interviewed in 6 rural areas (Mulugu, Venkatapur, Regonda, Parkal, Shayampet and Hasanparthy) (Fig. 1 ) of the Warangal district during July 2011 to August 2012. During the course of the study, six field trips were carried out in the study area. Methods of selecting informants depended upon the distribution of local people having folk knowledge. They were requested to collect specimens of the plants they knew or to show the plant species on site. These informants were traditional healers themselves or had tradition of healing in their families and had knowledge of the medicinal use of the plants. Fuel wood from the surroundings was the main energy source for cooking and eating. The wealth of medicinal plant knowledge among the people of this district is based on hundreds of years of beliefs and observations. This knowledge has been transmitted orally from generation to generation. However it seems that it is vanishing from the modern society since younger people are not interested to carry on this tradition.
Interview with traditional healers
Adopting the methods of Martin, [7] ethnomedicinal data were collected through general conversations with the informants. The questionnaires were used to obtain information on medicinal plants with their local names, parts used, mode of preparation and administration. A total of 6 informants, comprising 5 males and 1 female were identified between the ages of 45 and 80. They were selected based on their knowledge of medicinal plants either for self-medication or for treating others. Informants were asked to come to field and show the plants with local name; the species mentioned by the informants were taxonomically identified.
Preservation of plant specimens
Standard method was followed with regard to collection of plant materials, drying, mounting, preparation and preservation of plant specimens. [8] Voucher specimens of medicinal plants in triplicates were collected, prepared and identified. Plants with their correct nomenclature were arranged alphabetically by family name, vernacular name and ethnomedicinal uses. The identification and nomenclature of the listed plants were based on the senior Botany faculty of Kakatiya University, verified and all the preserved specimens were deposited at Kakatiya University, Warangal, and Andhra Pradesh, India. 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The results of the survey are presented in Table 1 The dominant families of ethnobotanical importance are Euphorbiaceae (5 species), Fabaceae (5 species), Solanaceae (4 species), Amaranthaceae (3 species), Acanthaceae (3 species), Lamiaceae (3 species), Apocynaceae (3 species), Astaraceae (3 species), Piperaceae (3 species), Rutaceae (2 species), Meliaceae (2 species), Leguminoceae (2 species), Phyllanthaceae (2 species), Moraceae (2 species), Myrtaceae (2 species), Combritaceae (2 species), Malvaceae (1 species), Liliaceae (1 species), Aloeaceae (1 species), Bignoniaceae (1 species), Caricaceae (1 species), Apiece (1 species), Rubiaceae (1 species), Compositaceae (1 species), Ulmaaceae (1 species), Convolvuaceae (1 species), Lauraceae (1 species), Sapotaceae (1 species), Anacsardiaceae (1 species), Cucurbitaceae (1 species), Morigaceae (1 species), Menispermaceae (1 species), Aizoaceae (1 species) and Zygophyliaceae (1 species).
Local traditional healers are commonly using the following plants to treat more number of diseases. Different parts of medicinal plants were used as medicine by the local traditional healers. Among the different plant parts, the leaves were most frequently used for the treatment of diseases followed by whole plant parts, fruit, stem, root, stem and root bark, seed, flower and latex. The methods of preparation ( Figure 2 ) fall into four categories, viz.: plant parts applied as a paste (29%), juice extracted from the fresh plant parts (33%), powder made district is still continue to depend on medicinal plants, at least for the treatment of some simple diseases such as, cold, cough, fever, headache, poison bites, skin diseases and tooth infections. The present day traditional healers are very old. Due to lack of interest among the younger generation as well as their tendency to migrate to cities for lucrative jobs, there is a possibility of losing this wealth of knowledge in the near future. It thus becomes necessary to acquire and preserve this traditional system of medicine by proper documentation and identification of specimens.
from fresh or dried plant parts (22%), infusion (12%) and decoction (4%). External applications (mostly for skin diseases, snake bites and wounds) and internal consumption of the preparations were involved in the treatment of diseases.
In the present study number of remedies using for different diseases as shown in Figure 3 . Traditional healers of Warangal district used fifteen species to treat stomach problems (six plants to treat stomachache and twelve plants to cure digestive problems). Plants are the source of medication for preventive, curative, protective or promotive purposes. Use of medicinal plants such as Mint, Ginger, Sacred basil and Omum can be observed in daily life. Kaur 1999 also highlighted the use of some of these medicinal plants for maternal health. [9] The people of Khammam district, Andhra Pradesh of India used 28 plants for the treatment of jaundice. [10] In the present study only Momordica charantia, Ricinus communis, Phyllanthus niruri ware used for the treatment of jaundice. Acalypha indica, Achyranthus, Azadirachta indica, Ficus benghalensis Mucuna prurita, Phyllanthus reticulates and Terminalia arjuna were used to treat dental problems.
CONCLUSION
This study concluded that even though the accessibility of Western medicine for simple and complicated diseases is available, many people in the studied parts of Warangal 
